
Galilee

JAMES 2:14-26



MAJOR ISSUE

ØDoes James Contradict Paul?
ØIs Salvation by Faith alone?

 Most difficult in NT!!!



JAMES

I. Response to Trials      1:1-18
II. Responsibility in Trials    1:19-4:17



JAMES

II. Responsibility in Trials    1:19-4:17
     A.  Essence of Responsibility  1:19-20
     B.  Be Swift to Hear     1:21-2:26
  1. Hearing is Action     1:21-27
  2. Hearing in Attitudes    2:1-13
  3. Hearing is Active Faith 2:14-26



Galilee

KEYS

1. Different Context
  Paul -  Soteriology
  James -  Sanctification



BRETHREN
1:2, 16, 19
2:1, 5, 14
3:1, 10, 12
4:11
5:7, 9, 10, 12, 19



Galilee

KEYS

1. Different Context
2. Different Area of Faith
  Paul -  Initial salvation
  James -  Living by faith



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
 noun - trust, belief, faith
 verb - to trust or believe in something
 regeneration vs renewing faith 
 for eternal life vs for living life
 death to life vs uselessness to usefulness  



Galilee

KEYS

1. Different Context
2. Different Area of Faith
3. Different Salvation



Trunk
   1.  Car

   2.  Elephant
 3.  Tree
  4.  Communication 
      5.  Attic
    6.  Swimming



Salvation
    1.  Basic - deliverance  
    from danger

2.  Past -  Justification
   from penalty of sin
3.  Future - Glorification
  from presence of sin
       4.  Present -  Sanctification
      from power of sin



Galilee

KEYS

1. Different Context
2. Different Area of Faith
3. Different Salvation
4. Different Justification



JUSTIFICATION

ØDeclared Righteous before God
  by faith without Works
ØObserved to be Righteous by Men
   thru visible acts of Love



JAMES
II. Responsibility in Trials    1:19-4:17
     A.  Essence of Responsibility   1:19-20
     B.  Be Swift to Hear     1:21-2:26

 3. Hearing is Active Faith    2:14-26
     a. Proposition -        2:14-17
  1) Deficiency        2:14



2:14  What use is it, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but he 
has no works? Can that faith 
save him?



2:14  What use is it, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but he 
has no works? Can that faith 
save him?



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
2. Save -  σῴζω (sozo)
  to save from power of sin
  1:21, 5:20, Rom 5:10, 1Tim 2:15, 
   Phil 2:12-13 (σωτηρία)



JAMES
II. Responsibility in Trials    1:19-4:17
     A.  Essence of Responsibility   1:19-20
     B.  Be Swift to Hear     1:21-2:26

 3. Hearing is Active Faith    2:14-26
     a. Proposition -        2:14-17
  1) Deficiency        2:14
  2) Example         2:15-16



2:15-16   If a brother or sister is 
without clothing and in need of 
daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and be filled,” and yet 
you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what 
use is that?



2:15-16   If a brother or sister is 
without clothing and in need of 
daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and be filled,” and yet 
you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what 
use is that?



2:15-16   If a brother or sister is 
without clothing and in need of 
daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and be filled,” and yet 
you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what 
use is that?



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
 noun - trust, belief, faith
 verb - to trust or believe in something
 regeneration vs renewing faith 
 for eternal life vs for living life
 death to life vs uselessness to usefulness  



JAMES
3. Hearing is Active Faith    2:14-26

     a. Proposition -        2:14-17
  1) Deficiency        2:14
  2) Example         2:15-16
  3) Conclusion        2:17



2:17   Even so faith, if it has no 
works, is dead, being by itself.



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
 noun - trust, belief, faith
 verb - to trust or believe in something
 regeneration vs renewing faith 
 for eternal life vs for living life
 death to life vs uselessness to usefulness
  dead =  useless  



FAITH in Living

1. Visible Acts of Love



JAMES
II. Responsibility in Trials 1:19-4:17
     A.  Essence of Responsibility 1:19-20
     B.  Be Swift to Hear  1:21-2:26

 3. Hearing is Active Faith 2:14-26
     a. Proposition -       2:14-17
     b. Objection -        2:18-19



2:18   But someone may well say, 
“You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith 
without the works, and I will 
show you my faith by my 
works.”



2:18   But someone may well say, 
“You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith 
without the works, and I will 
show you my faith by my 
works.”



2:18   But someone may well say, 
“You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith 
without the works, and I will 
show you my faith by my 
works.”



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
 noun - trust, belief, faith
 verb - to trust or believe in something
 regeneration vs renewing faith 
 for eternal life vs for living life
 death to life vs uselessness to usefulness
  dead =  useless  
  works demonstrates useful faith



2:19   You believe that God is one. 
You do well; the demons also 
believe, and shudder.



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
 noun - trust, belief, faith
 verb - to trust or believe in something
  πιστεύω (pisteuo)



2:19   You believe that God is one. 
You do well; the demons also 
believe, and shudder.



JAMES
3. Hearing is Active Faith    2:14-26

     a. Proposition -        2:14-17
     b. Objection -         2:18-19
     c. Response -         2:20-26
  1) 1st Illustration        2:20-24



2:20   But are you willing to 
recognize, you foolish fellow, 
that faith without works is 
useless?



2:21   Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he 
offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar?



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
2. Save -  σῴζω (sozo)
3. Justified -  δικαιόω (dikaioo)
  to be vindicated, declared righteous
  justified before men



2:21   Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he 
offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar?



2:22-23  You see that faith was 
working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was 
perfected;  23 and the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “AND 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO 
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 
and he was called the friend of 
God.



2:22-23  You see that faith was 
working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was 
perfected;  23 and the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “AND 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO 
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 
and he was called the friend of 
God.



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
 noun - trust, belief, faith
 verb - to trust or believe in something
 regeneration vs renewing faith 
 for eternal life vs for living life
 death to life vs uselessness to usefulness
  works demonstrates useful faith
  working faith -> growing faith



2:22-23  You see that faith was 
working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was 
perfected;  23 and the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “AND 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO 
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 
and he was called the friend of 
God.



2:22-23  You see that faith was 
working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was 
perfected;  23 and the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “AND 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO 
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 
and he was called the friend of 
God.



2:24  You see that a man is justified 
by works and not by faith alone.



KEY TERMS
1. Faith -  πίστις (pistis)
2. Save -  σῴζω (sozo)
3. Justified -  δικαιόω (dikaioo)
  to be vindicated, declared righteous
  justified before men
  justification by works



ILLUSTRATIONS
ØAbraham -  Father of Israel
     Godly
     Man of faith



FAITH in Living

1. Visible Acts of Love
2. Visible Display of Commitment



JAMES
3. Hearing is Active Faith    2:14-26

     a. Proposition -        2:14-17
     b. Objection -         2:18-19
     c. Response -         2:20-26
  1) 1st Illustration        2:20-24
  2) 2nd Illustration       2:25-26



2:25  In the same way, was not 
Rahab the harlot also justified 
by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by 
another way?



2:25  In the same way, was not 
Rahab the harlot also justified 
by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by 
another way?



2:26  For just as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so also faith 
without works is dead.



2:26  For just as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so also faith 
without works is dead.



ILLUSTRATIONS
ØAbraham -  Father of Israel
     Godly
     Man of faith
ØRahab -   Pagan
     Gentile
     Woman
     Prostitute



FAITH in Living

1. Visible Acts of Love
2. Visible Display of Commitment
3. Visible Risk Taking



From Kursi

Is your WALK 
of FAITH visible, 

alive, useful?


